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2.

TRACHOMA EXAMINATIONS

Sec.
1. Purpose
2. Background
3. Policy

4. Responsibility

PURPOSE, This Crcular establishes Division policy wth resect
to examnations for trachoma in Division of Indian Health hospitals
and outpatient facilities.

BACKGROUND. ~ Trachoma contracted in childhood usually evolves
slowy so that inportant visual |oss or severe cicatricial lid

changes may not appear for many years. For this yeason the
Division's program has centered on exam nations of school children.
Wi le the disease has been reduced in frequency and severity, re-
infection easily takes place in the hone when contact is, made with
other menbers of the famly who have not been treatcd.

POLICY. Every physical examnation performed in a Division of
Indian heal th hospital or outpatient facility shall include an
exam nation of the patient's eyes. |t should include exanination
cof the everted upper |id for tarsal follicles and scars and exam
ination of the upper Iinbus for pannus.

REPONSI BI LI TY. it shall be thE responsibility of Area Medical
Oficers in Charge to ensure that the provisions of this Grcular
are conplied wth.
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